


 

 
The VCOV: 

Flemish Confederation of parents and parents’ 

associations 

 

 

 

 Umbrella organization/master-organization of the subsidized private education. 

 

 The VCOV represents all the parents and the parents’ associations of the Catholic framework 

(education) in  Flanders. (= 1800 parents’ associations) 

 

 The VCOV is an organization inspired by Christian values  

 

 Priority concerns:  

 The VCOV carries out governmental policies top-down 

 The VCOV promotes the interests of parents, parents’associations, children and adolescents  

 The VCOV provides an interesting forum for its members   

 

 



The VCOV: 

Educational Objectives 
 

 Inform: newsletters, website, local sessions 

 

 Sensitize: e.g. declaration of engagements; quality label ‘parent-friendly’ school  

 

 Educate: courses on homework, bullying, dealing with puberty, communicating, 
volunteering 

 

 Support: e.g. conflict management, starting up, guidance, policy 

 

 Core assignment: declaration of engagements 



VCOV= 5 federations  
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Cooperation with Flemish  

umbrella organization of schools    



The commitment declaration  
 
 



The commitment declaration  
 
 All parents in Flanders have to sign a commitment declaration when enrolling their 

children in schools.  

 

The commitment declaration contains the mutual agreements between parents and the 

school in four areas:  
 Parents-teacher meetings   

 School attendance 

 Student supervision and coaching  

 Speaking Dutch at school  



EPA: Alcuin Award 2011  

 

 Candidacy of the VCOV: ‘the Win-Win game’ 

 

 The win-win game is a domino based game  

 

 It is an original way to facilitate the dialogue between parents and schools.  

 While playing parents and school discover their different expectations in a fun way.   

 

 The playful nature of the game lowers the threshold: people feel more secure to 

express their feelings 

 

 There are no losers, only winners!  
  



Quality label to work on  

a parent-friendly school where parents are involved and 

participate    

We are looking for European partners for this project 



Quality label to work on  

a parent-friendly school where parents 

are involved and participate    

8 criteria  

1. School infrastucture  

2. Reception  

3. Parent ↔ school communication 

4. Parent-teacher meeting  

5. Activities for parents  

6. Parent participation  

7. School fees and school regulations 

8. School environment  

 



www.vcov.be  

http://www.vcov.be/
http://www.vcov.be/


Parents :   inform 

                 sensitize 

   support 

Parental associations:  inform 

   sensitize 

   support 

School advisory board:  inform 

   support 

Government:  advocacy for parents 

  advocacy to policy 

  advisory bodies 

Parental Umbrella Organisation 

Communication 

Conflict management 

mediation 

 

 

Raise involvement of  

Specific target groups 

 Diagram of Participation   



  How are parents involved?  


